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A One Day State Level Seminar on ""Human and Environment Conflict: Some Examples of West Bengal

Organised by the Department of Geography, Hazi A. K. Khan College in collaboration with the Internal
Quality Assurance Cell (IQAC) of Hazi A. K. Khan College

Date: 13.07.2023
Time: 01:00 P.M.
Venue: Rejaul Karim Kaksha, Hazi A. K. Khan College.

Programme Schedule

The program schedule was meticulously designed to ensure a well-rounded seminar experience:
1. Inaugural Session: Welcoming remarks and introductions. (1.25 to 1.35 P.M.)

2. Welcome Address by Patron: Dr. Goutam Kumar Ghosh, Principal of Hazi A. K. Khan College.
(1.35 to 1.45 P.M.)

3. Keynote Address: Protyus Kumar Ghosh, HOD, Department of Geography, Hazi A. K. Khan
College. (1.45t0 2.00 P.M.)

4. Speech by the Resource Person: Dr. Sakti Mandal, Assistant Professor, Department of
Geography, Sripat Singh College. (2.00 to 3.00 P.M.)

5. Interactive Session: (3.00 to 3.15P.M.)

6. Vote of Thanks: Dr. Piyali Dan, IQAC Co-ordinator, Hazi A. K. Khan College. (3.15 to 3.20 P.M.)

7. Closing Ceremony: Certificate Distribution and Feedback. (3.20 to 3.30 P.M.)
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OBJECTIVES:

The primary objective of the State Level Seminar on "Human and Environment Conflict: Some Examples of West
Bengal™ was to provide a platform for academicians, students and stakeholders to delve into the intricate and
pressing issues related to the interface between human activities and the environment in the context of West

Bengal. The seminar aimed to:

> Raise awareness about the various environmental challenges faced by the state.

> Presenting and dissecting specific case studies that vividly exemplify conflicts arising from human-
environment interactions within the state. These encompassed issues such as deforestation, water
pollution, urbanization and climate change impacts.

» Encourage interdisciplinary discussions that cross traditional academic boundaries, facilitating a holistic
understanding of the challenges at hand.

» Engaging participants in brainstorming practical solutions and strategies to mitigate conflicts and promote

sustainable development within the state.

TARGET AUDIENCE:

Students and faculty members from various colleges across West Bengal, with a focus on geography,
environmental studies and related fields. They were eager to gain both theoretical knowledge and practical

insights.

SEMINAR DESCRIPTION:

The seminar unfolded with a meticulously planned agenda that facilitated an in-depth exploration of the
seminar's theme:

Welcome Address: The event commenced with an inaugural session, featuring welcoming remarks from Dr.
Goutam Kumar Ghosh, the Principal of Hazi A. K. Khan College. This session set the tone for the seminar and

highlighted the significance of the topic.

Keynote Address: Protyus Kumar Ghosh, HOD, Department of Geography, Hazi A. K. Khan College delivered
the keynote address, delving into the complexities of human-environment conflicts in West Bengal. He

highlighted key challenges and potential avenues for mitigation.

Speech by the Resource Person: Dr. Sakti Mandal, a distinguished academician and an expert in the field of
Geography, took the stage during the seminar's main session. His address was a profound and comprehensive

exploration of the intricate issues surrounding human-environment conflicts in West Bengal.



Dr. Mandal began by providing a contextual backdrop to the seminar's theme, elucidating why West Bengal is a
critical region to study in the context of human-environment conflicts. He highlighted the state's geographical
diversity, rich biodiversity and socio-cultural significance, emphasizing that these factors contribute to a complex

interplay between humans and their environment.

Dr. Mandal delved into the multifaceted nature of environmental conflicts within West Bengal. He emphasized
that these conflicts are not isolated but are often interconnected, encompassing issues such as land use changes,
pollution, resource depletion and habitat destruction. He provided examples of specific conflicts that have

emerged due to urbanization, industrialization and agricultural expansion.

The Honourable Speaker drew from historical data and insights to shed light on how these conflicts have evolved
over time. He discussed how West Bengal's historical socio-economic dynamics have influenced its

environmental landscape, leading to contemporary challenges.

Dr. Mandal outlined the challenges posed by these conflicts, including threats to biodiversity, natural resources
and the well-being of community’s dependent on the environment. He emphasized the broader implications for

sustainability and the urgent need for proactive measures.

While addressing the severity of the challenges, Dr. Mandal did not dwell solely on the problems. He dedicated
a significant portion of his address to discussing potential pathways to mitigation and sustainable practices. These
included innovative policy interventions, community engagement, and harnessing technology for environmental

monitoring and management.

The Honourable Speaker concluded his speech with a compelling call to action. He urged participants to translate
knowledge into action, advocating for responsible environmental stewardship and actively engaging in efforts to
mitigate conflicts and promote sustainability.

Following his address, Dr. Mandal engaged with the audience in a lively question-and-answer session.
Participants seized the opportunity to seek clarification, share their insights, and further explore the themes
discussed during the keynote address.

Dr. Sakti Mandal's speech not only provided a comprehensive understanding of the seminar's theme but also
inspired attendees to critically examine and address the human-environment conflicts in West Bengal. His wealth
of knowledge, experience and eloquence left a lasting impression, serving as a guiding light for the seminar's

subsequent discussions.

Interactive Session: The Interactive Session was a crucial component of the seminar, designed to actively engage
participants, foster collaboration, and generate practical solutions for addressing environmental conflicts in West

Bengal.



Vote of Thanks: Dr. Piyali Dan, IQAC Co-ordinator, Hazi A. K. Khan College, delivered the Vote of Thanks
during the Closing Ceremony of the seminar. Her role was pivotal in expressing gratitude and acknowledging the

contributions of all those who made the seminar a success.
Closing Ceremony:

Certificate Distribution: Certificates were awarded to participants and speakers as a symbol of recognition and

appreciation for their contributions to the seminar.

Feedback Collection: A brief feedback session was conducted, allowing participants to share their thoughts on
the seminar's content, organization and suggestions for improvement. This feedback would be valuable for

planning future events.

OUTCOMES:
The seminar successfully realized its objectives and yielded several noteworthy outcomes:

» Enhanced Understanding: Participants gained a deeper and more nuanced understanding of the intricate
relationship between human activities and the environment, particularly within the context of West
Bengal.

» ldentification of Key Conflicts: The seminar highlighted key examples of environmental conflicts in the
state, allowing participants to appreciate the multifaceted nature of these issues.

» Collaboration and Knowledge Sharing: The event provided a unique platform for academician and
students to interact, share ideas and build collaborative networks for future research and projects.

» Awareness and Advocacy: The seminar played a vital role in raising awareness about the importance of

sustainable practices and the need for active environmental conservation efforts.
STRENGTHS:
The seminar boasted several strengths that contributed to its overall success:

v Expert Speakers: Eminent scholars and experts in the field of geography and environmental studies
provided valuable insights and guidance throughout the seminar. Their expertise added credibility and
depth to the discussions.

v Active Participation: Attendees actively engaged in discussions and presentations, fostering a dynamic
learning environment. The eagerness of participants to contribute and learn from each other was a

remarkable strength.



v Collaboration: The collaboration between the Department of Geography and IQAC ensured the seamless
organization of the seminar, combining academic rigor with quality assurance. This collaborative effort
ensured a well-structured and smoothly executed event.

v" Focus on Sustainability: The seminar's emphasis on practical solutions and sustainable practices
highlighted the importance of action-oriented approaches to address environmental conflicts. It went

beyond academic discourse to explore tangible steps towards positive change.
WEAKNESSES:
The seminar also encountered certain weaknesses that warrant consideration for future events:

v" Time Constraints: Given the vastness of the seminar's theme and the numerous case studies, some topics
had limited time for in-depth discussion. Future events might consider longer durations or parallel sessions
to delve deeper into specific issues.

v Logistics Management: Efficiently managing logistics, including registration, accommodation for
participants, and resource allocation, is crucial for the seamless execution of future events. Scaling up to

accommodate larger audiences may require more extensive logistical planning.
OPPORTUNITIES:
The seminar generated several opportunities for future endeavors:

v Attendees can continue to network and exchange knowledge, fostering ongoing dialogue and cooperation.
This networking can lead to partnerships, joint projects, and a broader dissemination of research findings.
v The success of this seminar opens doors to organizing similar events on a larger scale, potentially
involving a broader audience and more comprehensive discussions. Expanding the scope and reach of the

seminar can amplify its impact and influence.
CHALLENGES:

The seminar encountered certain challenges, which can serve as valuable lessons for planning and executing

future events:

v Diverse Interests: Balancing the varied interests and expectations of a diverse audience required careful
planning and programming. Future seminars may benefit from audience segmentation and tailored
sessions to cater to different interests.

v Dissemination: Ensuring that the seminar's findings and materials reach a wider audience beyond the
event itself can be challenging but is essential for broader impact. Leveraging digital platforms, social

media, and partnerships with media outlets can enhance dissemination efforts.



CONCLUSION:

In conclusion, the State Level Seminar on "Human and Environment Conflict: Some Examples of West Bengal”
was a significant and highly productive event that advanced the understanding of the complex challenges facing
the state. It provided a platform for meaningful discussions, networking, and the generation of practical solutions
for sustainable environmental management in West Bengal. The seminar's success not only enriched the
knowledge base of attendees but also laid the groundwork for future collaborative efforts in addressing these
pressing issues and promoting a harmonious coexistence between humans and the environment in the region. The
comprehensive and interactive nature of the seminar ensured that participants left with not only knowledge but

also a sense of purpose and commitment to making a positive impact on their environment.
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"Human and Environment Conflict: Some Examples

of West Bengal "
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Protyus Kumar Ghosh Seminar Sub-Committee
HOD, Department of Geography Hazi A. K. Khan College
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Seminar Brochure
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A One Day State Level Seminar
on
"Human and Environment Conflict: Some Examples of
West Bengal "

Organised by
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Honourable Speaker : Dr. Goutam Kumar Ghosh Erofyns Kumar Ghosh Seminar Sub-Committee
E Principal HOD, Department of Geography Hazi A. K. Khan College
Dr. Sakti Mandal Hazi A. K. Khan College Hazi A. K. Khan College
Assistant Professor
Department of Geography
Sripat Singh College

Website: https://haziakkhancollege.ac.in/
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HAZI A.K.KHAN COLLEGE

ESTD : 2008
P.O+P.S.- Hariharpara . Dist.-Murshidabad Pin-742166
Website: www.haziakkhancollege.ac.in E-mail Id : haziakkhancollege@yahoo.com
E-mail Id: haziakkhancollege@gmail.com Mob:
——— C Jazlakchancollege@gmail.com

Memo No.: Date: 27.06.2023
From: Principal

NOTICE

It is hereby notified that the Department of Geography, in collaboration with IQAC of the college is going to
organise a one-day State Level Seminar on 13% July 2023, at 1:00 P.M., on the topic “Human and

Environment Conflict: Some Examples of West Bengal.” Your active participation is highly solicited.

Hazi A.K. Kha College
Harlha'ndra,fv‘.u'shldanad

Prepared by Alauddin Biswas




HAZI A. K. KHAN COLLEGE
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Hariharpara * Murshidabad * West Bengal

A One Day State Level Seminar
on
"Human and Environment Conflict: Some Examples of West Bengal "
Organised by: Department of Geography in collaboration with (IQAC)

Certificate of Participation

This is to certify that Dr./ Mr. / Ms. . JLoihianad.. Xbakias.. CORADEcovsvseescronsss s erevereeeeanenennnanes
of ...Haw . A:K. Kbam. Colege.....nnenrrnrrainannne. has participated in the One Day State Level Seminar

on "Human and Environment Conflict: Some Examples of West Bengal Organised by the Department
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